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A Structural Master Guide to 

Contracts I Formation & Consideration 
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Designed for Rapid Issue-Spotting and Memorization (Rest 2d & UCC) 
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The Foundat'i0nal Equation 
of a iContract 

Promisor 

(Person making 
the proposal/offer) 
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The Rule I 

Rest 2d § 1: A promise (or set of 
promises) for the breach of which1 

the law gives a remedy, or the 
performance of which the law 
recognizes as a duty. 

UCC Revised § 1-201(b){12): The 
total legal obligation that results 
from the parties' agreement as 
determined by the UCC + other 
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Mapping the 
F:rameworks 
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I Common Law , 
-

(Restatemen' 2d) 
. 
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Applies to general -
- contracts (services, 
-

real estate, 
- intangible assets). -
-

Judge-made law. 

-- -

� 

t 
X- - I- t 1--

-+ -• f- 1--
I 

•- a-

I 

-e

I 
I I t 
ffhe Uniform 

Commercial Code 
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(UCC)
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Article 2 applies 
specifically to the 
Sale of Goods. 
(Note: Article 9 
governs rights to 
payment in security 
interests). 

t t t � 

-
1 

I 
' .

+--- -------! ---�- . --

+--- I - -' I
1--. I • .

-t-
I 

t I 

L J\ t t 
+-L:_ - [he-CISG I 

' t ' 

I 
I 

I I 

Applies to contracts 
--

-

for the International 
-

Sale of Goods (US 
+ -

joined in 1988). -
-
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The Contract Formation Matrix 

Mutuality 

Unilateral Ks: A promise in 
exchange for an act. 

Bilateral Ks: A promise in 
exchange for a promise. 

Terms & Conditions 
t

I

Express: Formed explicitly by words. 
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Implied in Fact: Formed by the 
conduct of the parties. 

' . . 

Implied in Law (Quasi-Contract): 
Created by courts as a 'legal fiction' 
for equitable purposes, preventing 
unjust enrichment. 

. 

I . 

I . 

"" 






















